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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/4/09 has been entered. Claims 19-34 are 
presented for examination of which Claims 19, 23, 26 and 31 are in independent form. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to. It would be of great assistance to the Office if all drawings 
contained descriptive labeling for the various elements shown and the steps within the 
flowcharts. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
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pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 19-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Hoult 
(5,323,149). 

Regarding Claim 19, Hoult discloses a receiving method for contactless reception of 
identification from a data carrier through information units by a communication device 
(Abstract, Col 3 Lines 2-14), the method comprising: receiving a received information unit, 
wherein said communication device uses said received information unit as a first information 
unit originating from a first data carrier (Col 2 Lines 14-25); detecting a collision when said 
communication device receives at least two different information units with different values 
essentially simultaneously (Col 3 Lines 2-14), wherein the first information unit originates from 
the first data carrier and a second information unit originates from a second data carrier (Col 2 
Line 26-37); using, as said first information unit originating from the first data carrier, a first 
replacement information unit established by the communication device instead of said received 
information unit only when the collision is detected (Col 3 Lines 56-61; the first replacement 
information unit is read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 and 1 arrive at the master 
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simultaneously; Line 58 if both a "0" and a "1 " are received... send a "1 "); and delivering said 
first replacement information unit to at least the first data carrier and the second data carrier in a 
contactless manner only when the collision is detected (Col 3 Lines 63-68; the first replacement 
in formation unit is read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 and 1 arrive at the master 
simultaneously), wherein said first replacement information unit halts only the second data 
carrier from continuing delivery of an information unit immediately following the previously 
delivered second information unit (Col 4 Lines 10-22). 

Regarding Claim 20, Hoult discloses storing the received information unit as the second 
information unit originating from the second data carrier prior to said collision (Col 5 Lines 20- 
23). 

Regarding Claim 21, Hoult discloses using a second replacement information unit instead 
of the previously established first replacement unit, wherein the second replacement information 
unit has a bit value opposite the value of the first replacement information unit and the 
communication device uses the second replacement unit as the second information unit 
originating from the second data carrier instead of the received information unit (Col 5 Lines 15- 
35, the transmission would pick up where it left off from the first read tag, and as that bit from 
slave B is different from slave A, would transmit a bit value (second replacement information 
unit) opposite the value of the first replacement information unit). 

Regarding Claim 22, Hoult discloses the receiving method of claim 21, said receiving 
method further comprising: receiving all information units originating from the first data carrier 
until completion after the collision is detected (Col 4 Lines 23-36); generating and delivering a 
continue command to the second data carrier in a contactless manner, wherein said continue 
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command directs the second data carrier to deliver the second information unit (Col 4 Lines 29- 
30), beginning with an information unit immediately following a previously delivered 
information unit (Col 5 Lines 15-35). 

Regarding Claim 23, Hoult discloses a delivering method from a data carrier to a 
communication device for contactless delivery of identification information of a data carrier 
through information units (Abstract), said method comprising: delivering an information unit 
(Col 3 Lines 2-14); checking for reception at said data carrier of a first replacement unit after 
said delivery of the information unit (Col 3 Line 63-Col 4 Line 9); continuing delivery of a 
further information unit, wherein the data carrier delivers an information unit immediately 
following the information unit previously delivered when the data carrier does not receive said 
first replacement information unit (the first replacement information unit is read as the one sent 
when a mixed signal of 0 and 1 arrive at the master simultaneously); and halting the delivery of 
information units when the data carrier delivers all of said identification information (Col 4 Lines 
17-22). 

Regarding Claim 24, Hoult discloses the delivering method of claim 23, further 
comprising: halting delivery of an information unit (Col 4 Lines 17-22), wherein the data carrier 
halts delivery of the information unit immediately following the information unit previously 
delivered when the data carrier receives a first replacement information unit and said first 
replacement information unit is not identical to the previously delivered information unit (Col 4 
Lines 17-22). 

Regarding Claim 25, Hoult discloses the delivering method of claim 24, wherein the data 
carrier continues delivering the information unit after reception of a continue command from the 
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communication device, said delivery beginning with the information unit immediately following 
a previously delivered information unit (Col 4 Lines 23-36, Col 5 Lines 15-35). 

Regarding Claim 26, Hoult discloses a communication device circuit (Col 2 Line 67) 
designed for contactless communication with a data carrier storing identification information, the 
communication device circuit comprising: receiving means for receiving a received information 
unit (Abstract, Col 3 Lines 2-14), wherein said communication device circuit uses said received 
information unit as a first information unit carrying a portion of a first identification information 
from a first data carrier (Col 3 Lines 56-61); detecting means for detecting a collision of two 
different information units with two different values (Col 3 Lines 2-14), wherein the first 
information unit originates from a first data carrier and a second information unit originates from 
a second data carrier (Col 2 Lines 26-37); replacing means for replacing the received information 
unit with a first replacement information unit established by the communication device circuit to 
be used by said communication device circuit as the first information unit from the first data 
carrier only when the collision is detected (Col 3 Lines 56-61; the first replacement information 
unit is read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 and 1 arrive at the master simultaneously); 
and delivering means for contactless delivery of the first replacement information unit to at least 
the first data carrier and the second data carrier only when the collision is detected (Col 3 Lines 
63-68; the first replacement information unit is read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 
and 1 arrive at the master simultaneously), wherein said first replacement information unit halts 
only the second data carrier from continuing delivery of an information unit immediately 
following the previously delivered second information unit (Col 4 Lines 10-22). 

Regarding Claim 27, Hoult discloses the communication device circuit of claim 26, 
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further comprising: storing means for storing each received information unit prior to the 
collision as a unit originating from the second data carrier (Col 5 Lines 20-23). 

Regarding Claim 28, Hoult discloses the communication device circuit of claim 27, 
wherein the replacing means are configured to: replace the first replacement information unit 
with a second replacement information unit, wherein the communication device circuit uses the 
second replacement information unit as the information unit originating from the second data 
carrier instead of the received information unit when a collision occurs (Col 5 Lines 15-35, the 
transmission would pick up where it left off from the first read tag, and as that bit from slave B is 
different from slave A, would transmit a bit value (second replacement information unit) opposite 
the value of the first replacement information unit). 

Regarding Claim 29, Hoult discloses the communication device circuit of claim 28, 
further comprising continue command means configured to: generate a continue command after 
the collision is detected (Col 4 Lines 23-36), and deliver said continue command, wherein said 
continue command restarts the second data carrier delivering the second information unit (Col 4 
Lines 29-30) beginning with the information unit immediately following the previously delivered 
second information unit (Col 5 Lines 20-35). 

Regarding Claim 30, Hoult discloses a communication device comprising the 
communication device circuit of claim 26 {all elements are addressed with regard to Claim 26). 

Regarding Claim 3 1 , Hoult discloses a data carrier circuit (Col 2 Line 67) designed for 
contactless communication with a communication device that stores data carrier identification 
information (Abstract), the data carrier circuit comprising: delivering means for delivery of an 
information unit in a contactless manner (Col 3 Lines 2-14); and checking means for receiving a 
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first replacement information unit established in the communication device after the data carrier 
circuit delivers said information unit (Col 3 Line 63-Col 4 Line 9); wherein the delivering means 
continues delivery of the identification information, beginning with an information unit 
immediately following the previously delivered information unit when the data carrier circuit 
does not receive said first replacement information unit (the first replacement information unit is 
read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 and 1 arrive at the master simultaneously), and 
halts the delivery of information units when the data carrier circuit delivers all of the 
identification information (Col 4 Lines 17-22). 

Regarding Claim 32, Hoult discloses the data carrier circuit of claim 31, further 
comprising: means for halting delivery of the identification information (Col 4 Lines 17-22) 
when the data carrier circuit receives a first replacement information unit that is not identical to 
the previously delivered information unit (Col 5 Lines 15-35); and storing means of a position 
immediately following the previously delivered information unit (Col 4 Lines 17-22; Col 5 Lines 
20-23). 

Regarding Claim 33, Hoult discloses the data carrier circuit of claim 32, further 
comprising: receiving means for receiving a continue command from the communication 
device; detecting means for detecting said continue command; and continuing means for 
delivering an information unit immediately following the previously delivered information unit 
after detecting a continue command (Col 4 Lines 23-36; Col 5 Lines 15-35). 

Regarding Claim 34, Hoult discloses a data carrier comprising the data carrier circuit of 
claim 3 1 (all elements are addressed with regard to Claim 31). 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/4/09 have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive for the following reasons: 

Arguments: 

a. Applicant respectfully submits that Hoult fails to disclose, teach, or suggest, 
"delivering said first replacement information unit to at least the first data carrier and the second 
data carrier in a contactless manner only when the collision is detected," as recited in claim 19 
and similarly recited in claim 26. Hoult discloses an infrared communications system where 
slave units transmit identification to a master unit. However, the master unit in Hoult always 
echoes the value of at least one of the ID bits received from the slaves. See, e.g., Fig. 3, Column 
3, Lines 63-66. 

b. Applicant respectfully submits that Hoult fails to disclose, teach, or suggest, 
"continuing delivery of a further information unit, wherein the data carrier delivers an 
information unit immediately following the information unit previously delivered when the data 
carrier does not receive said first replacement reformation unit," as recited in claim 23 and 
similarly recited in claim 3 1 . 

c. As discussed above in relation to claims 19 and 26, the receiver in Hoult always 
transmits a data bit back to the slaves. Hoult, therefore, does not disclose a data carrier 
continuing to send information if it does not receive a replacement unit, as the data carrier 
always receives a bit from the receiver due to the echo. In contrast, the recited subject matter 
decreases communication time between the receiver and the data carrier, as the receiver remains 
silent until a collision between two data carrier IDs occurs. 
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Responses : 

a. In response to applicant's argument that the reference fails to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., does not 
always echo the value of at least one of the ID bits received from the slaves AND does not 
always transmit a data bit back to the slaves ) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although 
the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not 
read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The Claims, as they are written, do not exclude the echo feature of the Hoult reference. 

b. The first replacement information unit is read as the one sent when a mixed signal of 0 
and 1 arrive at the master simultaneously; therefore, Hoult does read on Claims 23 and 3 1 . 

c. There is a difference seen between what is argued and the reference; however, the 
claim language is not clearly differentiated over the prior art. 

Examiner could not find "only when the collision is detected" within the specification. 
Examiner would suggest using language found in the specification to clearly differentiate the 
claims over the prior art and avoiding the term "only" in the claims (especially when it has not 
been spelled out in the specification, as it could create a 1 12 issue with new matter). For 
instance, using clear recitation for the idea of the communication device not 
transmitting/echoing until a collision occurs; and the data carrier not receiving data until a 
collision occurs, without bringing up new matter. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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examiner should be directed to Mark Rushing whose telephone number is (571)270-5876. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 5:00PM EST (Alt Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MR/ 



/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



